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Uertuors Pomcefſe Eli⸗ 
2abeth, by the ace of God, 


C 
of Englande, Fraunce, and'Jres 
lande nee, de'cnderot the 
Fayth. &: Be lorg 'yte . quiet 
raigue and perllt 
health. 
e HE NICO N- 
ä Slider, moſt noble 
Queene & Soue- 
raigne that with- 
e in your Maieſties 
S In y 


pry 


WW ſacred breſt, wiſe- 
dome, adourned 
e with Noble vers 
tues, is only harbored, From whence as 
from a pure Fountaine, doth flow, the 
deedes of a Noble hart, waying there- 
withall your Maieſties highe dignitie, 
and the lowneſſe of my eſtate, with my 
ſimple skill: I ſtoode as one diſmayde, 
not daring to aduentute to put thys 
my baſe ſtyle to the hearing eyther of 
your maieſties reuerent eares, or to the 
A. 2. iudge- 


To the Noble and moſt 
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T he Epiille 


zudgement of your skilfull eyes: fo 
well otherwiſe, with the learned labors 
of more excellent authors {atithed, Vet 


daylye perceyuing the clemencie of 


our highneſſe moſt noble minde con. 
ioyned with ſo high an eſtate of Soue- 
raignetie, and noting your princ.lye 
curteſie, and as it were, a heauenly hu. 
militie matched with the great know- 
ledge, graffed in the roote of your ma- 
ieſties royall hart, l was by this, though 
before diſcouraged, boldened to pre- 
ſume ſo farre, as humblye to offer this 
my ſimple preſent vnto your High- 
neſſe, expreſsing my good wyll, which 
of my fruitleſſe Garden, and barren 
ſoyle haue founde oute this fragrant 
Flower of Friendſhip crauing the only 
accepting of the ſame, no otherwyſe, 
Alexander than that Noble Alexander of Macedon, 
who greatly eſtemed the poore Poëme 


Anteni xu. 


* or Antoninus the Emperor, that cõſide- 
ring the giuers good will, highly regar- 
ded a fewe ſimple Meters offered vnto 
him, Wher fore, redoubted Soueraigne 
ers noe | o noble 


giuen him by the philoſopher Pirrho, 


——— — 


Dedicatorie_ 


8 noble Alexander, my hope is, for that 
| intheperſon of your Maieſtie, are af- 
ſembled the rare vertues, not onely of 
| thoſe Princes, but of many others, you 
will amongeſt the Noble preſentes of 
more higher eſtate, receyue theſe fewe 
ſimple lines, as from him that con- 
tinuallye prayeth for the long 
and proſperous continu. 
ance of your Maie- 
ſties happye 
raigne. 


Teur Maicfties mofi humble 
Subiec, Edinonde 
Tila. 
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A briefe and pleaſaunt 
diſcourſe of duties in 
Mariage. 


EAT TIME 
that Flora had 
A clotedthe carth 
Aub b;aunchelſe 
ol the ncw ſpzins 
ging trees, with 
N A ACT 5 leaues ol — 
YE J A grene and being 
SS) ; MG) as it were in the 
| pꝛime of his de⸗ 
lightes , had garniſhed the pleaſant ficlds 
a newe with fragrant flowers, early on a 
moꝛning when Phocbus alſo had ſpzeade 
abꝛode his bliſfull rapes, and comfoztable 
beames, J with a kriende of mine, called 
Palſter Pedro di luxan, deuiſed how to 
eniope ſome part ok that delightfull ſca- 
ſon, and in the ende concluded to walke, 
and range abꝛade in the fieldes , end 2104s 
ſlant Groues , where we were not onelye 
pertakers with p ſwete recoꝛding birdes, 
in the wonderfull woꝛkes of the almigh⸗ 
tie 


— — — — — 


T he Flower of 


tic: but were thereby alſo occaſioned, to 
gloꝛiſie the Creatoꝛ thereof. Thus conſu⸗ 
ming the time, tyll it was nerre None, 
and when the Sunne began to ware ſom⸗ 
what warme, we determined to go from 
thoncc, vnto a woꝛthy Ladies honſc there⸗ 
by called the Kady Iulia, where we might 
reſt vs the heate of the day, and as it chaũ 
cod, we came in very god time. Foz euen 
as we entred the Ladies houſe, they had 
newly waſhed, c were ready to ſit downe 
to dinner, where we founde a ioykull com⸗ 
panie aſſembled togithers, both Ladies, 
and Gentlemen, amongſt the which, was 
Madame Tulras daughter, called the Lady 
Iſabella a bery faire gentlewomã. There 
was alſo þ Lady Aloiſa with many other 
Ladies, and their lincked Pates , beſide 
M. Lodouic Vines , and an olde Gentle⸗ 
man called P. Eraſmus, of whome after 
Uc had taken acquaintance, and vſed ſuch 
rourteſie as the time, ⁊ place required, wo 
fate all downe oꝛderip to dinner, where 
there was ſuch exceding chere, ſuch pleas 
ſaunt talke, ſuth melodie, and ſuch [werte 
cheer ing ofp Ladies, that it was a * 
0 


Friendſhip. 


to ſe how merp we were. 4 being tbus 
in our pleaſures, ᷣ Lady lulia deuiſed 
the company in what paſtimes we ſhould 
ſpende the after none. Some lyzed well 
of carding,and Ticing, ſome of dauncing, 
and other ſome of Theſfes,al which were 
condemned by the moſt parte, who allea⸗ 
ged that thoſe Paſtimes were not ann⸗ 
ſwcrable to the tyme ok the peare, but 
moze mete foꝛ Chꝛiſtmas: and thercfoze 
ſuch game were ſitteſt, that might be vſed 
abzoadc in the fields, as bowling, ſhoting 
and ſuch other like. But P. Pedro nothing 
at all lpking of ſuch deuiſes, wherein the 
Ladies ſhould be left out, ſaſd Þ he wel res 
membꝛed how Boccace g Countie Balti- 
zar with others recotited many poꝛper des 
ulſes fo2 exerciſe, both pleaſant, t pꝛofita⸗ 
ble, which quoth he, were vſed in þ courts 
of Italie, and ſome much like to them, are 
pꝛactiſed at this dap in the Engliſh court, 
wherein is not onelp delectable, but pleas 
ſure iopned wyth pꝛofite, and exereyſe of 
the witte. Mith that all the whole aſſem⸗ 
blie, both Ladies, and Centlemen, deſired 
him, foz that they were vnſkilfull in thoſs 
deuiſe Sz 
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T he Flower of 


deniſcs,, he woulde put ſome one of them 
in 3c, wich he beſt lyked oft, and they all 
wondde bs obedient to his — 
At the lieſt he viterlp refuſed it, but in the 
2.7549 rtnds at their often intreaties, he aunſwe⸗ 
red, that he would dos his diligence. So in 


Pedro e- 
Sets,, the Laitc the table was kahe $04 awape,atd the 
„ai ne. compaãnpe hauing walhed , the Ladpes 


wpihdꝛewe them koꝛ a whple into their 
Chainbers, at whoſe returne we went al 
into the Garden, a place marueplous des 
lectable (wherein was a paſſing faire ar⸗ 
to bf bour, at the entrance wherof,on eche ſide 
e e ſpꝛong bppe two pleaſaunt tris , whole 
, at Arbe, Srene leaues much delighted our exes, 
and werc ſuppoꝛted wyth two ſtatelpe 
Villers, curioudy painted with diuers de⸗ 

uiſes. Allthe whole arbour aboue oner 

our heades, and on eche fide was powdꝛed 

with lundꝛic flowers, and wꝛcathed about 

wit) tye Werte Bꝛper oꝛ Eglantine, be⸗ 

tweeno tho bꝛaunches whereof the cheere⸗ 

full Sunne layde in his beams, here and 

there, (0 that the beate dis not moloſt vs, 

nopt/er did the Sunne want to chere vs, 

ber wall I ſape # Jt might be called a 
terrcitrial 


F. rien ahi 5 . 
terreſfrial paradiſe. And when the Whole 
companie were oꝛderly mat ſhalled Ly 2, 
Pedro on te benches, which were crimly 
ſet with Camamile , and Daſirs, he ga⸗ 
thered from the top of the Arbour , thꝛœ, 
d foure bꝛaunches of Roles wih their 
greenc leaues, whereof he wzeartcsy A 
Garlande , and demaunded of the whols 
tompanp, if they woulde conſe nt ts his e- 
lection, and obcy whome ſocuur ie dyd 
choſe foꝛ their Soueraigne, vehereto they 
all aun wered that thep weutde, And then 


turning tor ardes the Lady Julia, ſapde 7}. 7,4 
that be in the name of them all, foꝛ ſun⸗ // o/c n 
dꝛye reſpects pꝛeſented vnts hir, that gar⸗ Sotentigue. 


land, and therewith the ſoneraigntic cucr 
them foꝛ that dap. And when he bad ſet þ 
ſame vpon hir head, ſaid that wheras they 
had willed him to deniſe their paſtime, he 
thought it beſt, the company being ſo apt 
fo: that purpoſe, they ſhould by courſe cy- 
ther rehearſe ſome pleaſaunt ſloꝛies, oꝛ de⸗ 
bate vpon ſome ſuch matter as the Ladie 
Iulia their ſoucraigne ſhould commaund. 
And my opinion is, quoth he, foꝛaſmuch 
WTcuery thing cheweth nowe a certayne 
natural 


Hivit. 


The Flower of 


natur all amitie amongſt themſelues, yea 
the tres, ſapth Plinie, hath a naturall 
inſtina of fricndlhtp , the ſweerte flowers, 
the pleaſaunt herbes, declares the ſame 
alſo, that we intreate ſomewhat of friends 
ſhip, and bycauſe no friendſhip , oz anutte 
is, 02 ought to be moꝛe deere , and ſurer, 
than the loue of man and wife, let this 
treatiſe be thereof, wherein J woulde the 
duetie of the married man to be deſcribed, 
F092 the knowledge of duetie is the main⸗ 
tenaunce of friendſhip . All the company 


- commended Maiſter Pedro fa; his pleas 


ſant deuiſe, 4 the Lady Iulia landing vp 
ſaid, that fozſamuch,as the ſoueraigntie, 

thought not wyth hir wpll,was commit- ⸗ 
ted vnto hir with conſent of them all, and 
due obedience pꝛomiſed, 3 like well quoth 
che, of thys which Baiſter Pedro hath 
alreadie deuiſed, touching friendſhip, and 
duetie of the maried man. UWherefoze by 
the lame authoꝛitie, which J haue recey- 
ued, Jcommaunde pou Sir, and turned 
dir towardes Pailter Pedro, to per ſoꝛme 
this charge, which pou haue deuiſed of the 
maried man, not foz that A thinke pou 1 


be a better huſbande, that any of the reaff Yai fc 
pere. But bicauſe we being pet wholp ig- 7e 
noꝛaunt in this kinde of paſtpmes, pou commatu- 
may as the pꝛincipall authoꝛ thercof , ins ded to acſ- 
ſtrua vs in the whole circumſtance: and cribe the 
agapne, being ſo well languaged, as pou mie m4 
are, we ſhall haue good ſpoꝛte, to heare 

you interlarde our Countrie ſpeche with 

ſome Spaniſh trickes. As J doe, quoth 

Paiſter Pedro, vtterly de nie to be the au⸗ 

thoꝛ of theſe paſt imes, which haue long as 

go bene ciſe where p:aciſcd: ſo might A 

right well excuſe mp ſelfe, both foz want 

of ſkill, and alſo of god vtteraunce, But 

foꝛ chat I haue in the name of all the reſk, 


pꝛomiſed obedience vnto pour L, J wyll 


not be the firſt that ſhall diſobe y. Wheres 


koꝛe woꝛthie Ladies, and Gentlewomen, 


quoth he, if J doubted of pour friendlpe 

iudgement, and bencuolence , J woulde 

craue it at the beginning, but bicauſe your 

god hearts and noble natures, haue bene ker 
by p2ofe ſaffictentlye tryed of me, letting eq o be- 
that paſſc,J will goe b:icflp to my charge gmicth chu 
the Flower of Friendſhip, wherein J Flower ef 
will firft declare vnto you, the vertues of F:15nd/vip, 
ths 
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The com- 


The Flower of 


the matrimoniall eſtate , which, (letting 
birgtinitic aſtde , as the pureſt eſtate, is 


menlition both holy and molt neceary. t is not vn⸗ 
of mariage. Bnowne vnto 3s Chziſtians, howe Cod 


| — 
Ce #e . 2. 


the Creatoꝛ of all thinges, made oi the rib 
of Adam his welbeloued Eua, as an hel⸗ 
per, who Adam called bone of mp bones, 
and lleſh of my flcth, ſo that the almightit 
inſtituted this hole oꝛdinaunce of matri⸗ 
monie in the bliffcfull place of Paradice, 
when man was in his chiefeſt perfection: 
and thorefo:e , if antiguitie map giue any 


woꝛthpnelle, what is moꝛe auncient than 


this honoꝛable eſtate, which God himiclfe 
the founder of all ozdapncd and conſecra⸗ 
ted? M hat is moꝛe honoꝛable, and pꝛaiſe 
woꝛthie, than this,, that Chꝛiſt wyth his 
mother in Canaan did not onely with his 
pꝛeſence make honoꝛable, but alſo wpth 
miracles did ſancttfic the lame: TA hat is 
moꝛe iuſt, than to render that to our po⸗ 
ſteritie, which we of our pꝛedeceſſoꝛs haue 
befoze recepued: What thing is moe in⸗ 
humane, than foꝛ man to contemne that 
as pꝛophane, which the eternall hath halo⸗ 
wed, and nature hir ſelle bewtilled: chailf 
our 


Friendſhip. 


dur L92de commaundeth that man fhall 


ſoꝛſake Father and other, and cleauc to 


his welbeloued ſpoule, and what is moꝛe 
holy, than loue towardes parents, which 
EOD in the commaundements hath re⸗ 
warded with the longnelle of lyfe, pet ma⸗ 
trimonp is pꝛeferred befoꝛe d ſame, what 
is then moꝛe neceſſarie than Patriinony 
which containeth the fellcity ol mans lie, 
the Flower of Friendſhip, h pꝛeſeruation 
of Realnies, the gloꝛie of Pꝛinces, & chat 
which is moſt of all, it cauſeth immoꝛta⸗ 
litie. I might here allcage a nũber of au⸗ 
thoꝛities in the commendation of mariage 
alwell or auncient Doctozs and Fathers, 
as alſo woꝛthie Philoſophers , and graue 
learned men. But bycauſe pou doubt not 
therin, and the ſtate doth ſufficiently tom⸗ 
mende it ſelfe, J let them paſſe, and will 


befoze J pꝛocede anp further, ſhew pon p 7he rites of 
tytes of diners Nations, in celebꝛating cines n= 
this miſterie, whereof as ſome will make 71 in 

pou to laugh ſo other ſome are to be noted. mar Ying, 


as foz the chꝛiſtian dꝛders they are not vir 


knowne vnto Pol. Amongſt the auncfent 77e R.- 
YJICETO recodeth, Were mince. 


Ronaines , as 
two 
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The Flower of 
two kindes of mariages, wherby they had 
allo two ſoꝛtes of wpues, the one moꝛe oꝛ⸗ 
dinarpe, whom they called Matrons, the 
other were called houſwpfes, which were 
married by confopning of handes, almoſt 
like vnto vs. Theſe dyd they clteeme as 
their daughters, and had like enheritance 
ok their landes, who bare the rule of their 
houſes, and therefoꝛe called houſwyfes, 
But no cxceſſe of p huſband might be per: 
mitted vnto them. Foz on the Batrons 


began they their chüdꝛen. The 15abilo- 


nians maried their maides without dow⸗ 
ries in this maner. All their maids, which 
were to be married, were aſſembled in a 
place appoynted, and placed oꝛderlpe the 
fapꝛeſt firſt, then the meaner ſoꝛt, and laſt 
the fowleſt, The fapꝛeſt was gpuen onto 
him that would glue moſt money to mar⸗ 
rie with hir, ſtill paying accoꝛding to their 
bewtic, moze oꝛ leſle, till they came to the 


fowlcff,+ to them, that woulde mary any |. 


of thoſe , was gpuen parte of the money, 
that was taken foꝛ the fapꝛer ſoꝛt, paping 
accoꝛding to the rate, as they exceeded in 
foulznclle, The like maner allo, was vſed 
amongſt 


Friendſhip. 


amonglt the auncient Venetians, as ſap, The Vene- 
eth Sabellicus, an vnhappye cuffome 7-415. 


was it,quoth the Lady Iulia, likely that 


BL the Flower of Friendihip was but weak 


lyerotcd betwerne them of lo (lender ac⸗ 
quaintance : But J pꝛay vou tell vs, how 
the indifferent ſoꝛte were maried, that 
were nepther foule, noz fapꝛe, but louelp 
bo wne. Parp quoth be, ſoꝛ ſuch amongſt 
the Venetians there was no money either 
gyuen , oꝛ taken, but were maryed foz 
naught. And ſo perchaunce, quoth a merp 
. gentleman , that ſtwde by, called maiſter 
Gualter of Cawne, were ſome of the fai- 
reſt, as they be ſomettmcs nowe a daycs. 
Jhaue alſo redde , quoth Baiſter Pedro, 


that in Fraunce , the Maydens dio choſe 7he French 
their huſbandes in this ſoztc, The parents mer. 


calldd a number of poung men to a banket 
who they thought fitteſt,x him, to whome 
the Papde gane firſt water, by that ſigne 


- Hechoſe foꝛ hir huſband, Jn Mauritania, Te Mau- 
as ſapeth Diodorus Siculus, there was ritan;uns. 


ſuch ſtoꝛe of women, v cucry man might 
haue fiue wyfes, and no leſle than th:&, 
which alſo after þ death of their huſbands 

B. J. within 


In the Iſies 
; of Canaria. 


TheClal- 
deans. 


T he Flower of 


within one moacth eyther willinglye bu- 
ried themſelues wpth him; 62 were per⸗ 
foꝛce executed by the lawe, In the Illes of 
Canaria, there were contrariwiſe ſo ma⸗ 
np men, and ſo fewe women, that euerpe 
wife might haue ſeauen hulbands, could 
not take leſſe than fine. But J truſt, quoth 
the Lady Aloiſa, that thoſe men were not 
ſo kinde harted, as to be buried with their 
wpaes, as the woman in that other coun⸗ 
trie were with their huſbandes. J thinke 

not quoth Mapſter Pedro, and J doubt 
whether thoſe women of Mauritania, 

coulde not haue bene contented to haue 
taried behinde their huſbandes, had there 
bene no lawe to haue compelled them. 

Tuch quoth the Lady Iulia, this is farre 
fro pour matter. M hat appertaineth this 
to the Flower of Friendſhip? lady quoth 

he, J am not pet come to my purpoſe. But 
one woꝛd moꝛe, and 3 will to my charge. 
The Chaldeans, that honoꝛed the fire foz 
their God, had an eaſie cuſtome : foꝛ when 
they minded to marrie, the Pꝛieſt kindled 

the fire in the god mans houſe, and both 
the parties touching it, were aſſured to- 
: gither, | 


Friendſhip. 
gither, and when any of them millyked, 

one of them quenched the fire, and ſo were 

they as fre, as cucr they were beloꝛe. In 

another C ountrie the Pꝛieſt of their Js 

dols enioped the firſt nightes pleaſures of The Scots. 
the 1B2ide , as in Scotland the Lo2de of 

the Sople, hath the firſt fruitcs of all the 

Uirgins , wpthin his L ozdcſhip. A num⸗ 

ber of ſuch lyke cuſtomes J coulde recite, 

but J map not ſpende longer time in thoſe 

trifles, t the Ladie Iulia deſireth to heare f e. 
ok our friendly Flow er, whercto nowe J qualities 
returne, and ſap? , that cqualitie is pꝛin⸗ i ge. 
cipally to be con dered in this matrimo⸗ 

niall amptie, as well of peares, as ofthe 

giftes of nature and ſoꝛtune. Foz equals 

ncſſe herein maketh friendlynelle Py ta- Pitachus. 
chus Myteleneus one of the ſcauen ſages telencus. 
of Greece, being demaunded of a pong 

man, whome he ſhould take to wyfe, aun⸗ 

ſwered, go and learne of the childzen, that 

play togither, and they will info2me thee. 

Fo: thep had agame among them, wher- 

in they often repeated, take to thee thy 

pecre, Parrp not a ſuperiour, ſayth Plus» Plat arch. 
tarch , Foz in ſo doing, in ſteꝛde of kinſes 

B. il. folkes, 
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folkes , thou ſhalt get the mayffers , in 
whoſe awe thou muſt ſfande , and a riche 
woma,that marteth a poꝛe man, ſeldome, 
oꝛ ncuer, ſhake off þ pꝛide from hir ſhonl- 
ders. Vea, Menander ſapth, that ſuch a 
man hath gotten in ſterde of a wyke a hul⸗ 
band, and ſhe of him a wpfe,a ſtraunge al⸗ 
teration, a wonderknll metamozphoſis, 
But Licurgus the law maker well conſi⸗ 
dercd that, when he oꝛdained that women 
ſhoulde be married without dowꝛies, lg 
that then they had nothing to be pꝛowde 
off, ſaue onely their vertues, which ought 
to be accounted p chiefeſt dowꝛie. Foz that 
which is moꝛe excellent, is to be pꝛeferred 
befoze things of lower valour. Why then 
fo: lack of ſubſtance, ſhall a vertuous wife 
be repelled, oꝛ foꝛ want of wealth, wiſe⸗ 
dome be rcicaed 2 Alexander, the great 
Monarch of the whole wozlde, ſhewed his 
noble courage in nothing moꝛe, than in 
that hee reieaing the riche Barbarian 
Qucnes, vouchſafed to match with Bar- 
cina, daughter of Arbaces, a poze gens 
tleman, but of noble parentage , wherein 
not riches, but nobilitie adoꝛned with ver- 
* fucs 


Friendſhip. 


fnes pꝛeuapled. N ell - the Ladte 
Iulia, I p2ap pou what is he now a dapes 
that had not rather marie a woman ful of 
monep, wanting vertue & grace,than that 
hauing vertues, lacketh money , Foz my 
parte, it well lyketyme that cqualitie,as 
pou ſap, be obſcrued, ſeing cqualneſſe cans 
ſeth friendlyneſſe. But J vnderſtande not 
this kinde of cqualitie, wherein you ſerme 
to allow the greateſt inequalitie þ can be. 
Foz Alexander being K oꝛde of the whole 
woꝛlde coulde finde no equall match, in 


reſpect of his greatnelle. Much lelle Bar- 


cina that was ſo farre his infcriour , both 
inparcntage,and ſubſtance. Not fo farre 
his inferiour , quoth Matſter Pedro, foꝛ 
the great vertues which abounded in Bar- 
eina ; anv as J ſapde befoze, the onelp rp⸗ 
theſſe to be required in a woman, was in 
al reſpects comparable to the great greats 
heſſe of Alexander the great,nepther did 
he want ſufficient parentage, x though 
not a conquerour of the woꝛlde, pet well 
knowne to be pꝛoceded from the conque⸗ 
rours own linage, ſo that a vertueus wo# 
man being wiſe, and of god lynage, wan⸗ 


8 
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teth no cqualitie on hir parte tocounter- 
pepie the greateſt ryches oꝛ treaſure, that 
anp man can haue. Foꝛ where vertue as 
boundeth, all god things doc kowe , And 
toconclude,J ſay that great regard ought 

ze man to haue in his chopſc, chat he map 
leaue hys childe parentage, which being 
topned to vertucs, maketh men perfite, 
Now foꝛ þ cqualitie in age, I ſay cofiſteth 
Ukewiſe in the equalitie of yearcs , but 
not ſo much as the Philoſophers, in times 
paſt affirmed. Foz Ariſtotle by his reas 


- ſons, woulde haue the man to be twentie 


peares elder than his wife, bpcauſe they 
might leaue off pꝛocreation at one tyme. 
Heſiodus the Greeke Poct, x Xenophon 
the philoſopher woulde haue the woman 
fourtene, and the man thirtie peares olde, 
ſo that there ſhoulde be ſirtcene peares be⸗ 
twane them, bicauſe in that time, the man 
ſhoulde be beſt able to rule his houſholde, 
and the woman taken from euill occaſi⸗ 
ons. Licurgus lawe was amongeſt the 
Lacedemonians „ that the man ſhoulde 
not marrv, befoꝛe thirtie and ſeauen peres 
ot age, and women at elghtene » What 
maner 


Friendſhip. 
maner of equalitie is this, quoth the Ladp 
Iſabella, J woulde neuer marry , rather 
than to take ſuch olde cruſts, whoſe wiucs 
are moze occupied in playſtering , than in 
enioping any god converſation , You lay 
truth, quoth Paiſter Pedro, nepther doe 
Jallowe it, yet may J not condemne the 
auncient philoſophers. Fo2 in thoſe daies 
men liued longer, and their natures were 
much ſtronger. Therfoze by likelphode it 
was at that time moꝛe tollerable. But my 
opinion is, that they differ not aboue foure 
02 flue peares. After this match made, and 
equalities conſidered, next foloweth, to 
loue, x to lyke well: Foz perfite loue knit⸗ 


tethlouinge beartes , in an in inſoluble t laue 
knot of amitie. K oue indifferent ſerueth in mariage 
not, loue fapned pꝛoſpereth not. Where? ſboulde be. 


foze it muſt be true, and perfite loue, that 
maketh the Flower of Friendſh ip be- 
twerne man and wpfe frethlpe to ſpꝛing. 
This loue muſt growe by little and little, 
and that it may be durable, muſt by de⸗ 
grees take rote in the hart. Fo2 haſty louc 
ls ſone gone. And ſome haue loued in poſt 
halt, that afterwards haue repented them 
* 
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at lerſure. Wee all ſceke the fapꝛeſt, the 
richeſt, and nobleſt. But vertues are laide 
aſide, and naught accounted off, we ſeeke 
to erde our eres, and not to content our 

PACE, Uhy -quoth Maiſter Gualter, ſhal 
a man chene his wpfe with his cares. To 
chole with our eares, quoth Maiſter Pe- 
d ro, is to inquire of hir vertues, & vpces 
by repozte whereos pon (hall vnderſtande 
Ur dondꝛtions, and qualities, god, ⁊ badde, 
As foꝛ that, quoth Gualter, it botcth not. 
Fo: the belt of them all hane their faults, 
And if che be vertuous, tha wpll loke to 
be fo honoꝛed, that hir hnſbande ſhall haue 

the moꝛe a do to pleaſe hir. And J remem⸗ 
ber, that a wyſe man, J knowe not hys 
name, being enquired oc a friende of his, 
with whom he ſhoulde marry, aunſwered 
that her hadde vane married foure ſundꝛy 
times, firit with a kaire woman, who was 


ſo pzowde of hir beautie, that he was faine 


to pleaſe and content hir, le he ſhoulde 
diſhononr him, the ſeconde verpe riche, 
whole ſubſtance made hir fo ſtatelpe, that 
he was ?oꝛced lyke a ſlaue to obey hir, the 
thirde was ſo vertuous, that he was glad 
10 


Friendſhip. 
to honoꝛ, and renerence hir, to keope hit 
ſtill in hir vertuous godneſſe, the laſt was 
of god lynage , which fo exalted hir ſto⸗ 
macke , that ſhe made him hir bondman. 
Howe choſe , quoth he , which of thefe 
fourethon canſt beft content thy ſelfe. Vou 
haue made a fapꝛe reaſon quoth the Ladp 
Aloi ſa, J ncuer knewe that you were fo 
dgpelye learned befoꝛesand all the Ladies 
| ulde haue dꝛiuen Paiſter Gualter ont 

of the Arboꝛ, But father Eraſmus ſayde 
that he remembꝛed the lyke thinge of A- 


be blamed , bycauſe he did but repete the 
woꝛdes of a Philoſopher , What then, 
quoth Matffer Pedro, it is no parte of 
my charge to diſpꝛapſe women , but to 
ſpeake the beſt of them, and to plant the 
Flower of Friendſhip betweene them, 
and their huſbands, Wihcrfoze,lct lone be 
roted derpely in the mans heart to wardes 
the woman: Let the perſon be ſought. not 
hir ſubſtaunce, traue hir vertues, not hir 
riches, then ſhall there be a iopfull begin» 
ning, and a bleſſed continuance in amity, 
by which all things ſhall pꝛoſper, + come 
| 10 
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to happie ende. Beware of hatred, be cir⸗ 
cumſpeca in loue, which of chem firll tas 
keth place, doth abide during lyfe , And 
loue grounded remaineth fo2 euer, which 
being once gone, al other godneſſe folows 
eth loꝛ companye , Therefoze to confirme 


this loue þ married man mutt as much as 
he can. alwapes abſtaine from bꝛawling, 


lowing and grudging, eſpeciallpe, when 
he is newly married. Foꝛ if the wpfe firſt 


newly ina colite ue hate, ſhe will neuer receyue loue 


ried, 


agatne, The hulband then mult be mery, 
and pleaſaunt with his wyke, to make hir 
the moꝛe in loue wyth him at the begin⸗ 
ning, lo that if after wardes they chaunce 
to fall at ſquare, it ſhall ryſe but of a ſa⸗ 
dapne anger, wor ich will be gone againe 
as lone, and not of anpe olde concepued 
malice. There bc manpe men that boaſt 
much, how they be ſerued, and feared, like 
Bugges, of their wpue s, but they mars 
ue plouſly decepue themſelucs. Joꝛ much 
better were it, if they were better beloued 
and leſſe feared. Foꝛ whome the wyfe ha⸗ 
teth, in feare ſhe ſerueth, but whome ſhe 
louct q, ſhe glavip cheriſheth. It is god 

reaſon, 


; } 
"| 


| 
( 


Friendſhip. 
reaſon,that all women dor laboz to Lande 
in the god grace of their hulbandes, but 

much moꝛe ought wer men to koꝛeſ e, that 
we fall not into the hatred of our wpfes. 
Foꝛ ik ſhe once faſten hir eyes on another 
„he ſhall eniop hir in diſpite of hir huſbands 
beard. In this long and troubleſome iour⸗ 
ney ol matrimonpe, the wiſe man mape 
not be contented onelp with the Spouſes 
birginitte , but by little and lyttle muff The maried 
gentlp pzocure that he maye alſo ſtcale as mas ſteale 
wap hir pꝛiuat will, and appetite , ſo that ey bes 
of two bodies there map be made one once wyes pri- 
' | Ipeheart, which ſhce will ſone doe, il lone te will. 
rapgne in hir, and withont this agreeable 
| ncoꝛde, matrimonie hath but ſmall plea⸗ 
ſure , 02 none at all, and the man, that is 
| | netlpked, and loued of his mate, holdcth 
hislyfe in continuall perill, his godes in 
great teoperdie , his god name in ſuſpect, 
and his whole houſe in vtter perdition. J 
| 
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will recite two, oꝛ thꝛre examples of thoſe 
that loued thcir wpnes well, and then J rl 
will pzoceede , The firſt that loued hys = "_ 
| wyfe, was our father Adam, who being parti. 
| | CtinParadice,and foꝛbidden on paine or. 
os dcath, 
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death, one onelpe tre in the Garden, to 


conſent and pleaſe Eua his wpfe, did not⸗ 
withTanding cate of it, and dyed. Darius 
the great Bing, being ouercome bp Alex- 
ander, in all things ſhewed himſelfe ſtout 
and inuincible, til he vnderſtode that his 
wyfe was taken pꝛiſoner, who then pou⸗ 
red oute of his tcares aboundantly , as la⸗ 
menting fo: that which he moze cſf:xmed 
than his Iyfe , 02 cſtimation. Valerius 
Maximus ſaith, that Tiberius Gracchus 
finding two Serpents in his bed, ſent foz 
the ſothſapers to knowe what v ſtraunge 
chaunce ment, and ſigmued, which aun- 
ſwered, chat if he killed the male ſerpent, 
bee ſhoulde dpc befoꝛe his wpfe, but it the 
female were firſt ſlapne, his wpke ſhoulde 
die befoꝛe him. He bearing entire loue to- 
wardes his wpfc, gaue his owne death to 
pꝛolong hir life, and killed pꝛeſentlp the 
Male ſerpent. There be, quoth the Ladie 
Iulia, fewe ſuch iſbandes in theſe ous 
dapes, oꝛ rather none at all. That is the 
matter quoth Maiſter Gualter, that pour 
L adiſhip is ſo a fearde to marrp, but pet lo 
tell the truth, and ſhame the Seuthe 
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Friendſhip. 
be mo ſuche huſbandes, than lpke wpkes 
fit were well tryed, This iatwcic tole, 
quoth Padame Aloiſa , woulde be well 
beaten , and baniſhed our companic. Foz 
he is ſtill pꝛatling again women, and 
interrupteth our paſtiine . No, no. quoch 
Paiſter Pedro, hee tincreaſcty our ſpoꝛte, 
and therefoꝛe we cannot well want him. 
But J will ſhcwe pou one example moꝛe 
oflater peares, bpcauſe the Ladpe Iulia 
ſapeth that none nowe a dares doe loue 


their wpfes ſo well, Baptiſta Fulgoſa re- Fapt ifa 
tounteth ofa certapne poꝛe man, and hys Fals/a, 


wyfe, that were ſxking foꝛ their ſuſte⸗ 
nance vpon the Sca ſide. The woman bes 
ing taken awape, by certaine Roucrs,hir 
hulbande ſwam in the Sca after hir, deſi⸗ 
ring the Pirates to take him alſo, ſaping, 
that he had rather be with his wife in cap⸗ 
tiuttie, than lacking hir, to liue at lyber- 


ie, whereat the Pirates maruciling, re⸗ 


teyued them both into their Shippe, and 
declaring the whole aduenture, pꝛeſented 
them to the Ring of Lunis, who vnder⸗ 
ſanding the caſe, gaue them great com⸗ 
mendation , and not onelp ſet them at iy- 


bertic, 
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bertfe , but alſo ſente them home wpth 
great rewarde, 

This mape latiſfic to make pou vnder, 
ſtand, that men doe ſometimes lone their 
wpucs, t hereby map pou alſo ſœ of what 
koꝛce the true matrimoniall louc is, wher⸗ 
on let the maried man faſten, and ground 
all the reſt of his doings, and ſo ſhall t1ps 
friendly Flower be planted in a fertile 
ſople. And as there be ccrtapne lwete 
herbes, that are great nouriſhers of this 
Flower: ſo there be certapne popſoned 
wiedes, that will ouergrowe it, and in 
the ende vtcerlp deſtroye it, if they be not 
werded out by the rote, whereof the firſt 
and chiekeſt is adulterie. Foz what god- 
Ivneſle can rapgne in that houſe, where 
harlots beare the rule, whole fruits Salo- 
mon doth greatly deſcribe, Foz if the hul⸗ 
bandpleaſe the wieked woman, he muſt | 
of fo:ce diſpleaſe hys owne wyfe being 
godlpe , and that iniurie a god woman 
cannot with anpe pactence ſuppoꝛt. At 
what time the married man determineth 
to kepe a harlot , enen the ſame houre, 


doth he let fire to his honeſtie, _ 
[0 | 


CI 


> © wm 


* 


IN > eee ©) BR Ch wm 


2 ww w i > ov 449 © þ Oo 


Friendſhip. 
to his honſe , and lode of all, that euer he 
hath . An honeſt woman wyll ſuffer a 
thouſand diſcommodities in hir huſband, 
ſo that ſhe be aſſured, that he is contented 
with hir, and loueth hir only. Nhat grea⸗ 
ter crueltie can a man ſhew vnto his wife, 
than to kepe all his raplings, bꝛawlings, 
and chidings foꝛ hir, and another to eniop 
all his (god) conuerſation, and pleaſures. 
J doubte which of them hath the greater 
hart, either he in doing it, oꝛ ſhe in ſufkring 
it. Can there be any greater diſoꝛder, than 


laoꝛ the huſbande to be merie abꝛode, and 
lowꝛe at home, to take from hys wpfe, 


andgyue to his harlots, to want foz his 
childze,and co ſuffice fo2 bis bawdes. The 
fapth that the woman oweth to hir hul⸗ 
bande, the like @«fidclitie ought the man to 
repaye vnto his wpfe , and though the ci⸗ 


| tilllawe gyueth man the ſuperiozitie ouer 


his wife, that is not to offende, oꝛ diſpzaiſe 
hir, but in miſdoing louingly to refoꝛme 
hir. Therefoze the abhoꝛring of adulterie 
lucreaſeth amitie betwene man, and wife, 
and the chie feſt way to ground the Flower 
of Friend(hip in matrimonie is, firſt to 

rote 


— 4 
or x _O_= es ff aw « — 


% a» — — ET a bn” 5 — 5 A 


— - 
— 


Type Flyer of 


rotr ont the poyſon of adulterie . Theſes 
ron de werde that is to be extirped is gam⸗ 


* nin , wich though the woman can with 


male pacience ſuſter, than this others: pet 
fo: hig obonc ſanc, let him foꝛbeare it. F02 
what wiſodome is it, that a man at one 
chance of the Dice, haſardeth as much,. as 
the topic or his whole lpfe hath gottten, 
and lerapte togither, and ſmall commodi⸗ 
tie the gameſter reapeth thereby, when he 
bath beſt hap, it all his cardes be tolde. Foz 
ſuppoſe hee wynne, vet is there ſuch cur⸗ 
ſing, ſuch lying, ſuch bꝛawling, chyding, -. 
and ſwearing , that the Deuill laughs 
eth them all to ſcoꝛne. If he loſe, he fret- 
tech, and fumeth ſo, that beſide the lolle of 
his thaift , he haz ardeth both bodp x ſoule, 
with curling , and blaſpheming. Then il 
he eyther wynne, oꝛ loſe , pe ſœ theſe his 
gaines and commodities. J condemne not 
honeſt plaping foꝛ recreatio at times con- 


uenient foꝛ ſome ſmall matter, as the per 


ſons habilitie is. But what a monſtrous 
thing is it, to conſume whole dayes, yea, 
whole dates and nights in gaming, ſwea⸗ 
ring and foꝛeſwearing. Foz it hapneth of- 

ten, 
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ten, a daily gameſfer, a common blaſphe- 


mer. Wherefoze it were no great hinde⸗ 
rance to the common wealth, if ſuch kinde 
of perſons were vtterly baniſhed, The 
third peſtiferous weed is banqueting, and 
riotoulneſſe , Foz dꝛonkenneſſe, whiche 
commonly haunteth the rpotous perſons, 
beſides that, it waſteth thy thzifte, conſu⸗ 
meth thy friends, and coꝛrupteth thy body 
doth alſo tranſfoꝛme thee from a reaſona⸗ 


Riotouſ 


ne ſſe and 


lronleneſ e. 


ble creture, to abꝛute beaſt. Socrates com Socrates, 


parcth the witte, that is ouercome wpth 


M pne, vnto a hozſe that caſteth his Mai⸗ 


ſter. hat greater repꝛoch can there be to 
à man, than to be called a common dꝛon⸗ 
karde, which is as much to ſap, as a man 
depꝛiued of all vertues. J could recite ma⸗ 
ny er amples, what diſcommoditics haue 
chaunced to woꝛthye men by this vice, if 
the tyme woulde ſuffer me, Von haue pet 
day inough, quoth the Lady Iulia. lher⸗ 
koꝛe we pꝛape pou ſhewe vs ſome of thoſe 
examples foꝛ our inſtrudion. J am con- 
tent, quoth Paiſfer Pedro, and (wing pon 
are ſo willing to heare, J will declare firſt 
ſome what of wyne, which by abuſe nou⸗ 
Cj. riſheth 


The Flower of 


; riſhed dꝛonkennelle, and by vſets the beft 
Agnuchurſis iguo2 of all others. Anacharſis the Phi- 
loſopher ſapde , that the Upne bare th:&x 
kindes of grapcs, the firſt of pleaſure, the 

ſeconde of dꝛunkenneſſe, and the thirde of 
ſoꝛrowe, ſo tzat paſſing the firſt, which is | 
to dꝛinke it cemperatelp, and delayed, the 
Xorrhe other two are naught , Noe was the firſk 
7 fuuen- that inuented N pne, thoughe ſome at⸗ 
ter of wine, tribute the lame to Vcanus, and (ome to 
Dionyſius. The firſt that delaped wine, 
Thug ſe Was Fylona, boꝛne in Candia, and being 
ebe bo dꝛonke temperatelp, it quickeneth the 
wit, it increaſcth the ſtrength, it cheereth 
the harte, it takety away cares, it cauſeth 
colour in the face, it ſtrengthencth the 
ſinewes, it helpeth the ſight, it foꝛtifieth 
the ſtomacke, it pꝛouoketh vine, it taketh 
a way ſoꝛrowes, and to conclude with S. 
S. Pete Paule witting to Timothe, being ſicke in 
Tim:5c: hs ſfomacke, counſapleth him to dꝛinke | 
little wine. But as many diſcommodities 
bath it alſo, tiit be abuſed, as breeding the | 
Cowie, cauſing the dꝛopſie, decaying wo 7 
t 
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mens beauty, and making them barratne, | 
Wyth man offer much wozle, Licurgus 
the 


Les NI. 


— wedes by the rote, no doubt this Flower 
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the Lacedemonian lawmaker, commaũ⸗ 

ded, that no man befoze .rviy, peares of 

age, ſhoulde dꝛinke any wpne, and from 

thence to foꝛtie he gaus leaue to dꝛynke a 

berye little, and much delaped, and from 

foꝛtie vpwardes ſomewhat moze , and 

ſe delayed. As Noe was the firſte in- Noe the frſt 
nenter of wpne : ſo was hee firſt dꝛonken, 4r-n4ardc, 
who was there foꝛe laught to ſcoꝛne of his 

owne ſonnes. Lot in his dzunkennefſe lap Tot. 

with his owne daughters. Alexander the Alexander 
greate was ſo ſpotted wyth this vice, that 

alwayes in hys dꝛonkenneſſe, he woulde 


hyll his deereſt friends, and in the ende be- 


ing dꝛonke, was popſoned himſelfe. Mar- 24 cus. 
cus Antonius, an inuincible Romain cap- Antonius 
tapne, being once ouercome with T pne, 

gaue himſelfe to the pleaſure of Cleopa- 

tra, and was llayne by O ctauius Cæſar. 

Anacfeon the Poet was ſo great a bibber Anacfron. 
of wyne, that he was choked with p huſke 


ok a grape. Loe, here pou re the vnhappie 


ende ol thoſe that paſſe the golden meanc, 
and cleaue to the erceſſe . Jf the married 
man doe weede out theſe thꝛe daungerous 


C. i. will 
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will pꝛoſper paſſing well, and peeld perclp 
double increaſe. And as J ſapd befoꝛe, the 
better to nouriſhe, and maintaine thys 
Flower, there are certaine delicate herbes 
that muſt of fo:ce be cheriſhed , which bee 
theſe, Firſt tobe aduiſed in ſperche, cour⸗ 
teous, and gentle in conuerſation, truſtp 
and ſecret in that, whercin he is truſted, 
wiſe in giuing counſaple , carefull in pꝛo⸗ 
uiding foꝛ his houſe, dyligent in loking to 
that which is his, ſuffer able in the impo2- 
tunitics of his wife, daungerous, and cir⸗ 
cumſpect in matters touching his honeſty 
and ieolous in the education of his Chyl⸗ 
dꝛeu. Theſe be excellent herbes, quoth the 
Lady Aloiſa, and rarely founde all in one 
garden. Wherefo2e we pꝛay pou teach vs 
how we map plant, and conſcrue them. 
That appertapneth not to my charge, 
quoth Mapſter Pedro, and if it dyd, pet 
want of ckill, and ſhoꝛtneſſe of time would 
not permit me. But J will inffruc pon in 
their qualities , which being well conſide⸗ 
red, wyll pzoucke the wyſe man to ſicke 
after them . In doing whercok, as J ſhall 
ſuſticiently diſcharge my duetie towardes 
the 
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the Lady Iulia, concerning hir commaũ⸗ 


demtt. So J truſt to deſerue great thanks 
of al theſe Ladies. The firſt delicate herbe 


1 


that the married man muſk plante fo: the Aduiſcd 
peſcruation of his frendly Flower, is to , hen. 


be aduiled in ſpeeche. Foz the man that 
without diſcretion ſpeaketh moꝛe haſtilre 
than wilcly,fo: the molt parte falicth into 
erroꝛs, much bablyng, declarcth a fwliſyc 
heade: and a ſileut perſon is the cxampler 
of wiſcdoine, Firſt expende with thy ſelke, 
what thou wpite ſpeake , and ponder thy 
meanyng well. Then note to whome, 
Where, i when thou ſpeakeſt. The tongue 
that runneth befo:e the witce,coimmionilye 
bꝛedeth hys Patſfers woc. The Phlloſo⸗ 
phers in their ſcholes, neuer taught a man 
to ſpeake, but firſt learned hym to holde 


his peace. Salomon ſaith, that much tale 


cannot be without oftence, and je that can 


54 . _ * , 4 « 7 * * 4 ly 
refrapne hys tongue is w pe. Two occan⸗ 


ons Socrates allowed, that ſhonloe mne. 


onc to ſpeake, when he knee the matter 
berp well, and when necetſifis conſtray- 


ned him. Xenophon ſapeth, that natiire u 
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gaue vs two and LIE ene monte, 
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ko the intent we ſhoulde heare moze than 
we ought to ſpeake. The ſecond herbe is to 
be courteous, and gentle in conuerſason. 
Fo? pe ſcœ, that fierce, and hurtfull beaſts, 
as the Lion, the Serpent, with ſuch lpke, 
be abhoꝛred of vs koꝛ their cruell curſt- 
neits, when the tradable beaſtes, as the 
ſpaiucll, and the graphound, with others, 
haus not on:lpc place in our houſes, but 
We haue ſometyme moꝛe care to nouriſhe 
fem vp, than a Chꝛiſtian creature. The 
married man then muſt not be rigoꝛous 
ro warde his wpfe. Foꝛ there will dilcoꝛde 
growe bp hir inwarde hate, and neuer 
— they haue iop, oꝛ peace, if the woman 
annot rekrapne hir tongue, noꝛ the man 
kukker. Ik he want diſcretion, and ſhe pact 
ence, it will rather appeere the manſion 
of foles, than a houſe of p wiſe. Foꝛ at the 
laſt, crcept one of them p⸗ lde vp in tyme, 
they wyll fall to raging, 4 ſo conſcquently |. 
to blowes. Women foꝛ the moſd part, are 
{rowardof complexion, and tender of con⸗ 
dition, whereto p wiſc huſband muſt haue 
great regarde, and it he once repꝛehende 
them ſharpelpe, he muſt a hundꝛeth fold 
£5; y0ei6 
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erhozte them louingly. L 2 are many 
occaſions, that cauſeth variance betwœne 
man and wyfe, as foꝛ their chiloꝛen, ſer⸗ 
uants, apparell, and other ſuch houſholde 
matters, In which the god marie d man 
mult ſhewe his wyſc dome, eyther in tur⸗ 
ning it to ſpo2tc, 4 dil emvling the caule, 
oꝛ aunſwering not at all. Xf i be he can⸗ 
not ſuppꝛeſſe his anger, let hym then goe 
and diſgelt it abꝛoade. Foꝛ the ende of in⸗ 
dignation, is to be aſhamed o7 our ſclues. 
And as ln a miſte a man apperrcth grea- 
ter than ina kayꝛe day, lapcth Diogenes: Drocencs. 
ſo appeareth hys vytes moze in hys ans 7 
ger, anb rage, than when he is pacient. 
The thirde is to be ſecrete, and truſty in 
that, wherin he is truſted, One of che ver⸗ 7, care? 
tues molt cff-ymcd in tymes paſt was ſr⸗ 
crecte , whereby the wiſcdome of a man 
was perfitely dilcerned , Ve ts diſcrate 
that keepeth well ps ſecretes, ſapet! So- Soe. 
crates. But he is not wile that diſccucreth 
them, The god Cato repented him but of - 
fe tr ings that he did during all his tk” * 
Firſt, foꝛ diſcloſing a ſecrete to a woman, 
the ſeconde, loꝛ faviing by ſca, when her 

Cub. might 
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might haue gone by land, and the laſt, foz 
, conſuming one whole dap, without dopng 
ſome pꝛofitable dede. A marueylous er⸗ 
ö "1x4. ample of ſecrecie, was ſhewed in Anaxa- 
{ . goras, who wpth other conſpired to kpll 
= ” a tpꝛaunt, and being betrayed, and bp the 
f tyꝛaunt put to moſt cruell toꝛmentes, not 
ö ſufcrablc,bit off his owne tongue, bicauſe 

he woulde not diſconer that, which he pꝛo⸗ 

miſed to kœpe ſecret. The lyke is repoꝛted 

of a woman in Athens, bicauſe ſhe would 


| not bewꝛaye a conſpiracic , wherein hir 
1 hulbande was a parte. It is happie, quoth 
it the Ladie Aloiſa, that ſome women haue 


bene ſecrete in tymes paſt. Foz pou men 
| ſay now a datcs,that women can kepens 
13 counſaple. Sc J pꝛay vou, quoth Maiſter 
| Gualter, how ſone this Ladp had gotten 

; holde of that lentence, whiche ſo little ſer⸗ 

| ucth hir parpoſe, Foꝛ J truſt it was an 
caſy mater foꝛ that woman to kepc ſilence 
when ſhe wanted hir tongue. UWhcreto 
fie Ladies woulde haue replied, but Mai⸗ 
| ſtcr Pedro interrupted them, and ſapde, 
| that hee dyd not condemne, althoughe the 


| molt parte were not tongue tyed, and ſo 
| there 


a 
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there be,quoth he, ſome men thai be open | 
ynough, But J would haue thys married Rik. 
man to embꝛace ſecrecie as a vertu, and Wt 
thynke it is a great ſhame not to be 10 ic 
cret as a woman. The fourtl is to be wiſe 4 170 
in giuyng counſaple, which is not euere 7e 1 
mans office, but ſuch as be of god pearee, , 17 * 
that haue ſeene, and heard much. O vounlel ci 
lers muſt bewile, lerned, ve rtuous or god 
iudgement, + without aftcet0it, Socrates des. {pf 
counlapleth a man, not to air? connſcil et | '# 


hom, that 1s wholpc QUE fo tlie worlds. I a 
Fo: his aduiſe will be, but after his obne 40 
pleaſure. Plato faith, that he ſtudird 331020 / . 4 
lo glue counſaple to hps triendes, (i ati ts "hp 
rcade Philoſophie in the ſchwles. cl ad 1 
mockertv is it then, ur hareb:ainor | vals 1111 
to giue ceunſell in matters, eres n op | 

neuer ſaw,no2 hrard before? i be ti No 10 c 1. 
be carefull in pꝛouiopng foꝛ hs bene, as 1 oc wtne Wh 


to d ede, and cloche! is Hann 5 20 1 ttt 
his chilbzen, and te pay ls Mralutcs tre 1 1 | 
ly, In wic! F the 1 es Jimän man C not, as 4 FL N. | 
in other voluntaric matters! C ange (FM 
but plap the part of a nod hrfbonoc ii res 9 
membꝛing ic, and pꝛomoluig lor 10 bine 
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The office of the huſbande is to bꝛyng in 
neceſlaries:ot the wife, well to kepe them, 
Che office of the huſband is, to go abꝛoad 
in matters of p:ofite: of the wpke, to tarpe 
at home, and ſz all be well there. The of 
fice of the huſbande is, to pꝛouide money, 
of the wile, not waſtfullp to ſpend it. The 
office of the huſbande is, to deate, and bars 
gaine with all men, or the wife, to meddle 
v2 make wyth no man. The office of the 
hulband is, to giue, of the wpfe, to kæpe. 
The office of the huſbande is, to apparell 


him as he can, ofthe wpfe, to goe as ſhe 


ought. The office of the huſband is, to ber 
Loꝛde ok all, ofthe wyfe, to glue accounte 
or all, and ſinallp J ſave , that the office of 


the huſbande is, to mainctapne well hys 


linclyhode , and the office of the woman 
is, to gouerne well the houſholde. And as 
the man may not deny his lopke thinges, 
that muſke be graunted of necellitie: ſo 
he oaght not to graunt hir thinges of pꝛo⸗ 
digalitie, x ſuperfluous . Foz as great diſ⸗ 
oꝛder is it to graunte the one, as to denpe 
the other. Che ſixte is, that the married 
man accompany no defamed perſons, and 
in 


| 
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fn any caſe that he harbour . Not. For 7 
manp men blame their wpues fo; pl ute, To accom 


when they theinfelues are the caufcrs 5 no die- 


therok, foꝛ maintaining ſuch compamans, ud p.y- 
whereby he himſolk doth hardly elcape lit? Y. 

famie, and thcſe god kellowes dor lar le £6 

crepe into greateſt trfenvihipye with che 

huſband, to the intent they mn haus ve 

fer opoꝛtunitie with hps wytr. Pet mare 

he bſe his tried friende 02 nare kinſman 
familiarly, as well in his owno houſr, as 

elſe were, batiprig alwapes regarde to 

the olde ſar ing, that a man map ly: W . pg 

wyke, and his word to his friende, bit not 

to farre to truf% them. Foꝛ i therby gra 

vnto hun aup in kame, let hym not blame 

bis wyke, but bys owe negligente. The 

ſeuenth herbe of marucrlens vertue is, 7 

to be ſefferable in the tipoꝛtunities of lis 795: (5 
wyfe, ſometinics digemblpeig⸗ and in tit- e 
ling matters conſentyng vato ir. Foꝛ if ve po | 
all thinges that wornen crane, ſoulde be e 
graunted, all thinges ttat they finde fault % u ſc. 
withall, Mouldc be amended, L all thinges 

that they are agriciied with, l, auld be r£- 

dzeſſed, Samplons ſtreigth, the patience 
of 


al | 
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' of lob, and the wyſrdome of Salomon 
were all to little. Fo2 ſome men, whoſe 
milfhays are tobe lamented, are matched 
with ſuch ſainaes,that deuiſe naught clle, 
bat hows to vere , and moleſt their hul⸗ 
bands. Socrates pittied the ſoꝛts of men. 
The firſt was, a god man in the handes 
ofa curſt ſhꝛewe, the ſeconde a wile main, 
vader the gouernaunce ofa folc, and the 
laſt was a libcrall man in ſubiection to a 
couetous captife. I thanke you fo? thts, 
guoth Pai. ker Gualter, thts is the trueſt 
tala vou folde to dayc, and hitherto, pou 
haue but flattered theſe Ladies. Not ſo, 
auoth matter Pedro. Fo2 J ſpake nothing 
her etotoꝛe but the truth, nepther ſpeake J 
tits nowe gencrallp agapnlt all women. 
Fo? that were llaunderous vnto them. J 
do but touch ſome ſhꝛelode wpucs. Tull, 
019th matſter Gualter, they be ſhꝛewes 
ail, and ik vou giue the ſimploſt of them 
Iau to dave to treade bpon pour fiote, to 
mo: row lhe will treade vpon thy head. Be 
not angrye, J pꝛape you, quoth Maiſter 
Pedro. c giue no luch leaue, but J lay 
that loꝛ quicineſte lake, x koꝛ the __ 
0 
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or amſtie, the marted man mult ſometime 
diſſemble , and in this caſe ought to conſi⸗ 
der, that if his wife be fooliſh , it little hei⸗ 

peth to aunſ were hir, and leſſe pꝛoftteth ts 
7 hir, but if ſhe be wyſe, one woꝛde 
fill ſuffice . Foz it is a certainc rule, that 
fa woman will not be ſtill with one woꝛd 
of hir huſbande , ſhe will not be quiet with 
as manpe woꝛdes as euer the wpſemen 
did wꝛite, noꝛ with ſo many ſtripes, as a 
man is able to gyue hir. The wyſe huſ- 
bande therekoꝛe J ſap, and affirme , nuiff, 
to pꝛeſcrue this pleaſaunt lower, deals 
with his wpfe, rather by ſubtilitie, than bp 
crueltie. The epght is to be circumſpect in 


matters that conccrne his honcſtic , and Nor 
not to be ieolous ot his wpfe. The Stoike 154/934 


Philoſophers ſape, that iclouſie is a cer⸗ 
fapne care of mans mynde, lcaſt another 
ſhoulde poſſeſſe the thing, which he alone 
woulde cniope . There is no greater toꝛ⸗ 
ment, than the vexation of a iealous mind 


which euen as the moth fretteth the cloth, 


doth conſume the hart, that is vered thercs 
with. Two kinde of perſons are common⸗ 
lye loꝛe ſicke in this diſeaſe , epther thoſe 
that 


8 
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that are euill themſelues, oꝛ they that in 
their pouth haue gone aſtrape, ſuppoſing 
that as other mens wpucs haue done to⸗ 
wardes them, ſo wlll theirs doe towardeg 
others, which is vanitie to thynke, moze 
follye toſuſpre, and greateſt fliſhneſſe 
to ſpeake ot. Foꝛ as ſome lewde women be 
dillolute: ſo l kewiſe women there be, hos 
neſt, and very circumſpect. It the wile be 
to be ſuſpeded, let the man woꝛke as ſe⸗; 
cretly and cloſely as he can, to repꝛehend 
hir, vet all peraduenture will not aduaile. 
Fot, truſt me, no wiſdome, no craft, no ſci⸗ 
ence, no ſtrength, no ſubtiltie, pea, no pa⸗ 


tience ſufliceth to enfoꝛce a woman, to be 


9 
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true to hir huſbande, if ſhe otherwiſe de⸗ 
termine. Therefore to conclude to be ico⸗ 
lous, cpther nedeth not, oꝛ boteth not. 
The ninth, and laſte herbe, fs to be cares 
full in the education oł hys childꝛen. Foz 
much better were they vnboꝛne than vn- 


cation of 5 FUg Ut . Diogenes being enquired what 


cbs laren. 


were bet ſoz a man to doe to be in fauour 
of the Goss, and belouod of the people, an⸗ 
ſwered, that to be in credit with the people 
and fauonro of the Sode, a man ought to 
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do thꝛeꝛ things, the firſt to reuerence, and 
hanoꝛ much the Gods, then to bꝛyng vppe 
hys childꝛen in due cozreaton , and laſt ta 
be thankefull to his benefadoꝛs. What as 
uaileth riches, poſſeſſions, to be foꝛtunate, 
to haue thy wyfe wpth chylde ſafely delp⸗ 
uered, & thy childe well nouriſhed, if after⸗ 
wardes by ill trapning, x fo: want of edu⸗ 
cation he become vicious The monarch 
of Macedon Philippes Sonne, being aſ⸗ 
ked why he honoured moꝛe hys mapſtcr, 
than his father,ſaid,that his maiſtcr gaue 
him lyke cucrlaſtipng, and his Father lyfe 
but fo2 a time. There came once be foꝛe the 
wyſe Solon a Father with bis ſonne, one 
accuſing the other, the father complapned 
of the diſobedience of his Sonne, and the 


Alexander 


ſonne accuſed the father of his ill bꝛinging 


bppe, which was the cauſe of his diſobedi⸗ 


ence, Solon well conſidering the caſe, de⸗ Solon 


termined that bicanſe the Father had not 
bꝛonght vp his ſonne in due cozrection, hee 
ſhould thcrefozc after his death, be depꝛi⸗ 
ned of his ſcpulchze, which was very rigo⸗ 
rous in thoſc dapes, and the ſonne fo2 hys 
diſobedſence was diſherited. J aſſure pon, 
guoth 
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quoth Maiſtcr Lodouic, that ſame was 
an excellent iudgement of the wiſe Solon, 
and ik it were put in vre at theſe dapes, 
there would be manp fathers to lye with⸗ 
out graues, andas many ſonnes put frem 
their inheritance. The mo2e pittie, quoth 
maiſter Pedro, and J thoughte to haue 
ſapde moꝛe therein. But the ſunne ts ſo 
much declined, that it is moꝛe than tyme 
to viiburden theſe Kadies of this tedious 
folkc, and J feare me, J haue alreadpe 
troubled them to long. Not ſo, quoth the 
I. adpe lui. Fo? ſoner ſhould we wante 
the dap light, than god wil! to heare pon, 
though the dap were ſo long againe. You 
ſap your pleaſure, quoth Maiſter Pedro, 
ut nowe to knit vp this Flower of mas 
trimontall amitie, and fricndſhippe, tous 
ching the office ofthe man, J ſape, that he 
mut aboue all thynges haue the feare of 
Ood beloꝛe hys epes, which with the reſt 
weil conſidered, and put in execution, no 
doubt he ſhall emope the fragrant ſauour 
thereof, Then role vp the Ladpe Iulia, 
with the whole cöpanp, giuing my friend 
12pitcr Pedro greate thankes, wiſhyng 
that 


. 
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that there were many ſuch huſbands, and 


therewith the coke the garlande from hir 
head, and ſapd, turning hir towards map⸗ 


fer Pedro, that ſhe would ſurrender vn⸗ 


to him agapne the authoꝛitie which (hw of 
him recepued wyth that charge, that he 
ſhoulde the next dape beffowe it on ſome 
other in that place. Fo2 I ſhall not bee in 
quiet , quoth the , till 3 haue hcarde the 
married woman pꝛeſcribed in lyke ſoꝛte, 
as pou haue done the maried man, nep- 
ther can this Flower well pꝛoſper, oꝛ bre 
perfite , except the woman alſo put to hir 


helping hande. Whercto mayſfcr Pedro 


aunſwered, that in the woman was to be 
required great helpe foꝛ the pꝛeſeruation 
ofthis friendlpe Flower. Pet will J not, 
quoth ho, fake the authoꝛitie from vou. 
But if vou liit to departe wyth it to ſome 
other, pou ſhall pour ſelfe to moꝛrowe re- 


ſigne it to whome it pleaſeth pon , and in 


the meane time he willed hir to leaue the 
garlande, and hir authoꝛitie in the place, 
where ſher recepued it, which the did, and 
then went we out of that moſt pleaſaunt 
arbonr into the Garden, where we toke 
D.). our 
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our leaue of the Ladies and gentlemen, 
who were very loth to haue left our com- 
pany. But maiſter Pedro had ſo apointed, 
that we coulde not tarp. Therfoꝛe pꝛomi⸗ 
ſing to come againe the next dap, we went 
bome the ſame dape weer came in the moꝛz⸗ 
ning, where the Nightingale ſaluted 
vs with ſuch lweete melodie, that 
wee were at the ende of 
our iournep befoze 
wee were 
ware, 


| 


| 
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the married woman, foz the pꝛe⸗ 


ſeruatio n, and continaunce, 


of this Flower of 
Fricndthip: 


The next morning came 
7®\therc two, o: thix lrauns 
gers to Mapſter Pedro, 
which letted vs of our moꝛ⸗ 
nings walke , notwithſtan- 
ding we ſcent woꝛde to the Lady Iulia, that 
in the after none, we determpned accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to our pꝛompſe, to mxte hir in the 
garden. So after our dinner was finiſhed 
and the gueſtes departed, wee prepared 
readpe our ho:ſes,partly foꝛ that the wea⸗ 
ther was ſomewhat to hote to traueple 
on fote, and partly foꝛ the moꝛe ſperde. 
But foꝛ all our haſte, the cempanye was 
allembled be oꝛe we came, and merily ſate 
kogithers, gputng eare to the pleaſaunt 
harmonie, and melodie, that was made 
by the muſicions , to whome aftcr our re⸗ 
uerence accoꝛdingly done, we dꝛewe nere, 
and toke sur places in the Arboꝛ, where 
as the euening befoze , the Uadyc Iulia 
D. x. bad 


The office, or duetie of 
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had left hir authoꝛitie. And euerp one oz 
derly ſec, ſhek toke the garland of hir ſoue⸗ 
raiguttt, and ſtanding vp lapde. That the 
authoꝛitic which the vad reeryued the day 
be foꝛc ot᷑ mapſter Pedro, ſhe purpoſed to 
gyue to ſonic other, beaſt in viurying a 
continuence therein, ſhe might doc iniu⸗ 
ric to the rea ot the company and fo cur⸗ 
The Zadie ttoully comming to the K adie Aloiſa, the 
Aloiſa (ct the gar lande of pꝛincipautie vppon hir 
choſen ſout- heade, with eleqion conrmed, by allent 
raigue. of vs all, wpth the pꝛompſe of due obep⸗ 
in hir place againe,and tho Ladye Aloiſa 
ffanding bp, declarcd howe much againſt 
hir wyll & toke that authozitte , and ſo⸗ 
ucraigntic vpon hir: notwithanding fo: 
as much as the Lady Iulia by the fre con 
ſent of the reſt, had elected hir, ſhe neither 
7% Laue Woulsò vucurteſly, noꝛ might Ge honell ip, 
) Jie Ap" : . c þ lo 
74/1 7 Cm. bontemne 02 rclec it, by the vertue whe 
- gen „ doo bziclly ( foꝛ that the dap is farre paſt) 
10 ſcribe „ „ "hw 
ee defer ide unto vs, the oflice, and duetic of 
the married woman, in lyke ſo:t as map⸗ 
ſter Pedro hath done faꝛ the mans behalfe 
N and 


. 71.1), 


ſance. The Lady Iulia ſat downe ſoberly 


„ ol, quoth dhe, J will that che Ladpe Iulia 
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and therein to ſhe w in what ſoꝛt ſhe mulk 

applie hir ſclfe, to maintain this Flower 

ot Friendſhi p, betwenr hir huſband aiid 

hir. M hen the Lady lulia heard this, ſhe 

began a little to chaunge hir colour, and 

ſtanding in doubt what the ſhovide doe, 

much diſſchabling hir ſelfe, but in the ende 

after hir pawſc a whyle , Z rather choſe 

quoth ſhe, to hazarde the iudgement 6k 13s 
noꝛaunce, by mp bnſtiilinil tale, than to be 
condemned of diſobedience bp vngentle 

reſiſtance , Fo2 diſobedience is a fauit in 

all perſons, but the greateſt vyce in a wo- 

man. And nowe, in hope of pardon, if my? be La 
bnlearned ſpcache be not aunſwerable to / be- 
pour crpectations , of this married wpi oe che 
this is mp opinion. In dincrs popntes J % en 
agree with Payſter Pedro, which are as woe, 
well neceſſarie in the woman, as requi a»/.7crcc- 
ſite in the man. Foꝛ if in ſuppꝛeſſing of the // n 
thx foꝛc ſaid werdes, the thiekeſt enim ies er Pe- 


to the Flower of Friendſhip, the man in 


muſf be care ful: much moꝛe ought the wo? u payne. 
man to trauaile, that thep doe not ſpꝛing 
in hir, and alſo the great regard in choiſe 
with others: wherein bycauſe mapſter 
D. iij. Pedro 
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Pedro hath already ſatiſſied pou, J maye 
be vnburdened of that traue ple. Fo2 if the 
man eught to be clrcumſpect in the elec⸗ 
ting of his wpfe , what ſhall the ſielp wo⸗ 
men doe, being ſo often decepued by pon 
men: Therkoꝛe muſt ſhe with great care 
conſider, and be well aſſured of the mans 
honeſt conucrſation , of his maners, and 
affcaions, and ſpecially what lone be bea- 
reth. Foz the venom ofloue blyndcth the 
epcs , and ſo bewitcheth the ſcnſcs of vs 
Tour bin. pœꝛe women, that as we can fozeſce no- 
lerhthe thing, ſo are we perſwaded , that ail the 
evec,and bices Of the beloued are rare, and cxcellent 
Lewircheth vertues, and the thing moſt ſower, to be 
the ſenſes of ber ye ſwœrte, and delicate: foꝛ the aduoys 
ding of which, the woman can not be to 


Wonen. 
inquiſitiue. J meane not of the mannes 
welth and ſubſtaunce, but of his vertucs, 
which be the true rpches , and remapneth 
foꝛ euer. Mith which thing mwued, The⸗ 
_ miſtocles being demannded whether he 


had rather marrie his daughter to a riche 
man vicious, oꝛ to a poꝛe man vertuous, 
woꝛthily aunſwered, that he woulde ſoner 
hole a man without moncy, that money 

without 


/ 


Friendſhip. 
without a man. Alſo J diſſent not from 
Payftcr Pedro, ſu his cqualitic of match. of 
And after ſuch hir chopſe,lct hir endeuour The hh. 
to encreaſe aperfecion of loue, and aboue xeſſe of 1 
all imbꝛace chaſtitie. Foz the happineſſe of ani age | ik 
matrimonie, doth conſiſt in a chaſfe may conſiſtet his |: 3 
trone, fo that if ſuch a woman ber con- 4 ch.1/? wif 
lopned iti true and vnkapned louc , to hir \Þ 
beloued ſpouſe , no doubt their lyues ſhali I 
be fable, eaſic, ſwete, iopfull and happy. 
But loue taken awape , in ſterde of moſt 
ſwxte pleaſauntneſſe, is placed a bitter 
vnſaucrie, and an intollerable eſtate. The 4 
firſt thing therefoꝛe , which the marted 1 
weman mult labour to intende, the firſt 155 
thing which ſher mult with all hir fozce, 
applie hir whole minde vnto, and the firſt 
thing which the muſt hartilpe put in cxc- 4 
tution, is to lyke, and louc well, Foꝛ rea 77. 4,4 Ih 
ſon doth bynde vs, to loue them, wopth l . 
whome we muſt eate, and dꝛinke, whome 7/1 

be muſt only accompanp, ot whole iopes, // „1 

and ſoꝛrowes, wealth, and woe, wee muſt z it 
be partakers, ſoꝛ whome alſo wer fozfake 1. i 
parents, friendes, and all, leaning onclye 9 

to them, fo2 no ſhoꝛter time, than during 
D. iii. lpke. 
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lyfe. And albeit theß be cancred of nature, 
vll in conucrſacſon , wozſe in condition, 
baſe of linage, de ſoꝛmed of perſonage, and 
vnaduiſed in woꝛde and derde: pet being 
our choſen huſbands,we map not, noꝛ can 
we foꝛgo them, oꝛ chaüge with our ncigh⸗ 
The Par- bours, as dyd ſometyme the Parthians, 
th x. but ſcke gently to redꝛeſſe them, indeuo? 
cbaungcd l pleaſe them, and labour to lone them. 
To whome we haue wholy gruen our bo? 
dies, our godes, our Iynes , and lpbortie. 
But it okten falleth out that diſcoꝛd grow⸗ 
eth betweeno man and wyfe , by the igno⸗ 
raunce of one the others nature, and fo? 
this canfe we are bounde to learne, and ob⸗ 
ſerije them, and let not the womã to halti⸗ 
Ive perſwade hir ſelfe, in pmagining that 
hir huſbande liketh and loucth hir intirely 
and ſy<weth hir a god countenannce. Foz 
in the: moment, when he ſhall percepue 
that ſhe loueth him not hartelp, euen then 
will he abhoꝛre hir vtterly . Foꝛ as to ſea⸗ 
ſon vnſauerp meates, pleaſant ſawces be | 
pꝛepared: ſotogpue a god releaſe to the 
fode of maryage , it muſk be tempered 
with truc loue. ＋ oz lone gyneth to harde 
things 


WIS eb 
their ni 20 
bours, 


Friendſhip, 
things an eaſineſſo, to tebious thinges a 
pleaſauntneſle, a beginning with locilicp, 
and ending in kelycitie. Then ſpane tte 
Ladyc Iſabella, and ſapde, that it was not 
poſſible foꝛ a woman to lone that huſband, 
the which delpteth moꝛe in another. Tt is 
ſure guoth the Lady Iulia, a harde mat⸗ 
ter foꝛ a vertuous wpfe to liue wpth a vi⸗ 
tious huſbande, Fo2 an honcſt woman to 
loue a diſſolute man, oꝛ a wpſe ſpoule to 
accept a foltſhe mate. Vet notwithſtan⸗ 
ding, howe much moꝛe the huſbande ber 
tuill, and out of oꝛder, ſo much moꝛe is it 
the womans pꝛapſe, if ſhe loue him. And 
yon men, as vntractable as pou be, pet ts 
it not poſlible, if pour wyues doe loningly 
tmbzace pon, though you cannot info:ce 
pour cuill inclinations to repaye loue foz 
loue againe, pet can pee not well hate 
them, which is no ſmall matter. J coulde Fr.cmples 
recite divers wozthy examples as well of // 
Romatnc,as Grecian Ladics, that haue % wel! 
lo intirelpc affeacd their lincked mates, %% ſe 
that not only haue they indangered them⸗ n es. 
(clues in great perilles foꝛ their ſakes, but 

haue alſo willinglye ſpent their bloude to 

die 


True lowe 
the ſauce 
of ina inge. 
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die b:{tþ them, Plutrach repoꝛteth, howe 

har he Lacedemonians, waging bat- 

A worthy tapic agar the Mimians , and by con- 
ex.emple of queſt getting the be! per hand, toke a num⸗ 
the Nini an ber of them captiues, which they impꝛilo⸗ 
Ladies, ned, intending — :£ àkter to put them 
to a cruell death. che louing pues of 

thoſe men, when they vnderſtod the wo⸗ 

full hap of their inkoꝛtunate huſoandes, 

came to the pꝛiſons, where they were, and 

wyth ſoꝛowfull tcares and plaprites , en- 

treated the Jaxlozs that they might haue 

recourſe to ſpeake with p pzifoncr s, which 

thing after long and tedious (ute , obtay- 

ned, they entred in, and alter moũ louing 
indꝛacings, and lamentable bewaplings, 

theſe wyues toke on them their huſbands 

apparcll, ſending them out in their wo⸗ 

many attire, with their kaces couered, as 

the guiſe of tte ceuntrie was, who being 

taken foꝛ women, were let paſte , and\o 

cſcaped, leaning their wpucs in pꝛiſon to 

dye the death, at the appoynted tpme fo? 

their ſabes . When the dap of execution 

was come, and the matter fully knowne, 

the Lacedemonians ſtodt in admiration 

and 
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Friendſhip. 
and gaue theſe faithfull harts high pꝛapſc, 
and pardoning both them, and their hul⸗ 
bandes, ſciit them leme with great re⸗ 
wardes, to tbe mcouragement or others, 


to treade the like ſteps of hon. ſt louc.l' an- P/ 


thea, when ſhe hard that hir huſband Ua 
ſlapne in battaple, rannc foztt wyth wyth 
a mourning heart to the dœlcfult place 
where he lap, whom after ſye had bt L ays 
led hir fill, and had bathed hir lle in its 
bloude, toke that ſame vnhapppe launce, 
where with he was ſlapne, and goed tir 
ſelfe tothe heart. The lyke is repcꝛted of 


Porcia, Brutus wife . Martiall alſe w2ts Poyci a. a 


teth, how that Alceſta, the wyfe of Ling 


Admeres , vnderſtanding by the Oracle 1f.xlceſls *|} 
of Apollo, that hir huſbandcs grtcuous be die, 
diſcaſe , whercwith her was ſoꝛe pained, 950 Lache 
coulde not be cured, but by the bloude of ; cue hir 
à deare friend, killed hir ſelfe ſaying, that nc again, 


Admetes had not a drarer friend than ſhe 
was, which thing when the king heard, ke 
finiſhed his lyfe, wyth the like death, ſup⸗ 
poſing it moe better to couple theinſelues 
fogpther by one ende, than ſcpcrated , in 
fearcs to bewaple the lack of ſo true bar⸗ 
ted, 
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luls:. 
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ted, and louing ſpouſe . In lyke maner, 
Paulina the wyfe of Seneca, when ſhe 
had intelligence that hir huſbande by the 
commaundement of Nero had by cutting 
of his beynes bledde himſelfe to death, did 
alſo cut hir owne vepncs , to accompanpe 
hir god Huſbande in the lyke ende, had 


not Nero pꝛeuenting hir purpoſe, cauſed 


hir vepnes to be ſtopped vp againc. 
What ſhall 3 ſpcake wozthilp of I riara, 
the ſwerte ſpouſe of Lucius Vitellus, who 
ſo intirelp loucd hir huſbande , that ſhe ac⸗ 
companied him in the warres being a wo 
man, aduenturing daumgers with a mans 
lpe courage, ryding alwapes next hir bes 
loued mate, to garde him, and to be parta⸗ 
ker ot his chaunces, god oꝛ bad. Did not 
Iulia, Pompeius wife, erpꝛeſſe the ſigne 
of a moſt louing hart, who when ſhe ſawe 
hir huſbandes coate bꝛought into the City 
all imbꝛued with gozy bloud, fell into a ſos 
daine ſound, ſcriching moſt ruthfullp, and 
bitterlpe crying : O Pompei, Pompei, 
farewell. And being with childe, bꝛought 
foꝛth in crtreme pangucs hir vnttmelye 
fruite, which immediatly with the mother, 
peelded 


Friendſhip. 
pxlded vp p galping bꝛeath, whole deaths 11 
were bewapled with many teares. Plinic 10 
the yonger , in an Epiſtle wꝛiteth of a fi⸗ 10 
ſhers wite that finding no meanes to cure | 

an intollerable diſcaſe of hir huſtandes, & * rotable I 
ſoꝛe lamenting his patncs , that daply in- x.ample. = 
creaſed, pcrſwadcd him, that onc of them of « fibers | 
ſhoulde flap the other, and in the ende con⸗ wiſe, 
cluded, that they buih aſſended fo the top 

ofa high rocke , which hung ouer the ſca, 

and being both cowpled togither, th2cwe 
themſelues downe,and were dꝛowned. J 

couloc occupie pou, quoth the Ladye Iulia 

til to moꝛrow this time, with like ſfozics, 

of woꝛthy women. But theſe map ſuffice, 

to ſhewe the loue of the wife to hir huſpad, 

and to let you viiderfſfande alſo, Mapſter 

Gualter, that there hath bene alwales 

women as louing as men. No doubt as 

dam quot) he , ye lone paſlinglp, when pe 

doe loue, and yc hate as extræmelp, when 

pe doe hate. Therefoze it were a godlp 
matter if pou coulde bing pour married 

women vnto a meane. Pot lo, quoth the 

Ladp Iulia, I will haue no meane in loue. No meat qt 
And when the woman bath tus grouns , laue. 0 
ded 
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dod the perfite rotes of loae , and planted 
this Friendly Flower, in a faithfull hart, 
ſhe muſt be as curious as Maiſter Pedros 
god huſbande in pꝛeſeruing it aganiſt all 
tempeitious ſtoꝛmes, and from all venp⸗ 
maus w.eves, The greateſt helpe wheres 
to is ſhametaſtneſſe, which is of ſuch po⸗ 
wer , and vertue, that it ſuffpceth alone 
Shame fat to delende it againſt all weathers. And il 


ne ſſe. lo be that there were but one onely vertue 
ina woman, it might well be ſhamekaſt⸗ 

1 neſſe. Fo: as in a creature vopd o: ſhame 
o- there is nothing founde woꝛthye ok com⸗ 
menda tion: fo in the Moman indned 

4 ak 74% With chat verrue,tonor any thing worthy 
9 —” ef rep:chenſio:1,+ there is the rote of god⸗ 


lines, where ſpꝛingeth p bꝛanch of ſhame⸗ 
faſtnes, which is the only defence that nas 
ture hath giuẽ to women, to kerpe their re⸗ 
petatiõ, to pꝛeſerue theic chaſtitp, to main⸗ 
taine their honoꝛ, ⁊ to aduance their pꝛaiſe. 
How farre ther ſoꝛe are pe men ouerſene, 
when vou onely inquire of their beautie, 
ſubſtance, and parentage , leauing vertue 
beſide, + that moſt excellent gift of ſhame- 
kaſtneſſe, wich is the chicfeſt dowꝛve, the 
greatelf 


Friendſhip. 
greateſt inheritaunce , and the precious 

Jewell that a woman can bzing wyth hir. 

There is another great maintepner of 

this Flower, ⁊ that is the godipe grace of | 
ovedicnce. Foz reaſõ it is that we obey our Obedience. 
Huſbands, God commaundeth it, and we 

are bounde ſo to doe. J knowe not guoth 

the Lady Iſabella what we are bounde to 

doe, but as mæte is it, that the hn(band, o⸗ 

bep the wife,as the wife the hulband, oꝛ at 

the leaſt, that there be no ſupertozitic be⸗ 

twerne them, as the auncient philoſophers 
haue defended. Fo2 women haue ſoules as ? 
wel as men, they haue wit as wel as men, "i 
and moꝛe apt fo2 pꝛocreation of childꝛen, 
than men. What reaſon is it then , that 

thep ſhould be bounde, whom nature hath 

made free 2 Nape , among the Achaians, 7he A. 
women had ſuch ſoueraigntie, that what- ns. 
ſceuer they commaunded, their huſbands | 
dbeped. Pea Plutarch ſaith, that the man 

ſwept the houſe, dꝛeſt the meate, and did al 

other neceſſaries, where the woman go⸗ 

uerning the houſe, and keeping the money 
aàunſwered all matters, and which woꝛſe 

was, they cozrected them at their diſcretio 
What 
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Tul hat did ſher, quoth Papſter Gualter, 
t might ſhe beate him to 2 Mary lo, Here 
is the matter, that ſome of our Dames in 
this TCountrie take ſo much vppon them, 
They think bclike that they be in Achaia 
But ſure it J had bene amongſt thoſe wo⸗ 
men: vou would haue done, quoth the La- 
dic [labeila,as they did. F62 Dogs barke 
boldly at their owne maiſters doꝛe. Be⸗ 
lc ue not daughter, quoth the Lady Iulia 
neither thoſe ignoꝛant Philoſophers, no: 
theſe onde cuſtomes. Foꝛ tontrar p alſo to 


Pierthians this, the Parthians 4 Thracians acconn- 


and thr 
tian. 


The N Yo 


ted not of their wiues, moꝛe than of llaues 
ſo that after they had boꝛne them a doſen 


childꝛen oꝛ moꝛe, they ſolde the mothers at 


the:common markets oꝛ erchaunged them 


foꝛ ponger. ie vppon that law, quoth the 


adp Llabella, But what ſape pou to the 


cuſtome which Dionyſius Alicarnaſſeus 


midi an: & bꝛiteth of the Numidians and Lydians, 


Lydians, 


where the women commaunded wpthin 
doꝛee, and the men without. , Yea marry 
quoth the Ladye Aloiſa, that was a iuſt 
law,whcre the commaunding was equal. 
Not ſocuoth the Lady Iulia. Foz though 
it 


Friendſhip. 
ft were better than the other two: pet not 
tolle rable amongeſt vs, neythcr was the 
foteraigntie ſo cquallye deuided, as por 
think. Foz it the woman kepe alwates hir 
honſe,as duetie is, the man ſtandeth euer 
it hir cõmaundement. Foz as long as ſhe 
ls within, though he commaund hir with⸗ 
ot , this la we byndeth hir not fo obey, 
Wherfoze in my opinion al thoſe Barba- 
rian tuſtomes are to be diſanulled, « con- 
temned of Chaifffans, Ye ſap well, Pa⸗ 
dam,quoth M. Eraſius. Foz in dede beth 
dinine, 4 humaine lawes, in our religion 


giueth the man abſolute authoꝛitie, ouer 7he man 
the woman in all places. And, quoth the 4) by rea- 
Lady Iulia, as J ſapd be foꝛe, reaſon doth %, an 
confirm the ſame, the man being as he is, law, hath 
molt apt foꝛ the ſoueraigntie beyng in go⸗ ye /ove- 
nernment, not onelp ſkill and experience 1;zne:y 

lo be required, but alſo capacite to compꝛe oe hrs 
hend, wiſedom to vnderſtand, ſtrength to wy/e, 


kreente, ſolicitude to pꝛoſecute, pacience tg 
fuer, meanes to ſuſt ayne, and aboue all, 
u great courage to accompliſhe, all which 
are tommonly in a man, but in a woman 


derpe rare: Then what blame deſerne 


E.j. thoſo 


Friendſhip. 
thoſe men that doe permit their wpues to 
rulc all, and fuffer themſclues to be com⸗ 


maunded foꝛ company, A hard aducnture | 


A hard guoth Mapiter Gualter, hapneth to that 
aducyture man, which is matched with a maiſterly 
happencth to hw. Joꝛ the being once paſt ſhame nat 
bim that is onely blabbeth out all that che knoweth, 


matched but thundzcth ont that alſo , which hir 
withs mad heade concepueth, oz hir fantaſticall 
ſbrewe. bzaine dꝛeameth ok, and pet will ſhe main⸗ 


taine, that ſhe is neuer angry, oꝛ ſpeaketh 
without great cauſe, There bee quoth the 
L adte lulia ſome ſuch women, but J doe 
vtterly condemne them. Fo2 this married 
woman, whom J haue taken vpon me t9 


Te woman deſcribe, muſt of duty be vnto hir huſband 


2:11] be o- iii all things obedient , and there ſoꝛe if he 
beclrent to ſometimes moned do chaunce to chide hir 
hir busband ſhe muff fozbeare :.n doing whereof: hee 
ſhal neither eate y moze at his dinner, nog 

her haue the leſſe appetite to hir Supper. 

The wiſe woman mult conſider, that hit 

huſbande chydeth, eyther without reaſon 

oꝛ hath gd cauſe. It rcaſon mone him 

then of dutic the is bound to obep, if other⸗ 

wile, it is hir part to dilſemble the matter. 


Fo | 


| 
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Friendſhip, 
Foz in nothing can a wyfe ſhewe a grea⸗ Wile 
ter wpſcdome , than in diſſembling with 409 
an impoꝛtunate huſbande. Hir honclkye 
hir ggd nature, and hir pꝛayſe is che wed 
ae moꝛe, than in toller ating of an 
vndiſcreate man, and to conclude, as the 
woman ought not to commaund the man 
but to be al waies obedient:ſo ought he not 
to ſuffer himſclf to be commannded of his 
wife. Seneca in his tragedies of this mat⸗ 
ter ſheweth a notable example. In the 
warres of Mirhridates t the Romaines, & nor able 
all the ſouldiours in Rome were comauns example. 
ded fo be in redinelle, to attend vpon Silla 
the Conſull. This cdic being publiſhed, 
the officers came to an olde knights houſe 
to will him to pꝛepare hymſelfe. But his 
wife withſtod them and ſaid, that he was 
not at home, a that he ſhoulde not go. Foz 
quoth ſhe, though perchaunce he were as 
ble, pet being an olde Souldiour, and cr- 
empted krom the warres, J will not giue 
him leaue. TA hereat the officers being 
aſtonied, enfoꝛmed the Senate thereoe, 
who foꝛthwith baniſhed the olde Unight, N 
foz ſuffering hunſelle to be commaunded 0 


The good 
name of a 
Woman is 
very deli- 
cate. 


The good 
married 
womd muſt 
be yeſtdent 


in hir owne 


houſe. 
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by his wpke, and hir they kepte in pꝛiſon 
during his exile foꝛ pzeſumpiton, The mas 
ried woman, mult be alſo verpe careful, 
and circumſpect of hir god name , Foz a 
god name is the flower of cfftmation,and 
the pearle of credite, which is ſo delicate a 
thing in a woman, that ſhe muſt not only 
be god, but likewiſe muſk appeare ſo. Foz 
pou men are naturally ſo malicious, that 
vou wil tudge aſwel of that you ſuſpec,as 
of that which pon ſ&. be chefcſt way fox 
a woman to pꝛeſerue and matntapne this 
god fame, is to be reſident in hir owne 
houſe. Foz an honeſt woman in ſobernes, 
keeping well hir houle , gapneth thereby 
great reputation, and if ſhe be euill, it dꝛi⸗ 
ueth away many euil occaſions, and ſtops 
peth the mouthes of the people. In keping 
at home, all thinges ſhall be better gouer⸗ 
ned, hir huſbandes hart better cheered, all 
£nil ſuſpicions depelled, angers aduolded, 
erpences diminiſhed, and the great exceſſe 
of apparell not reguirod, wherein we are 
commonlp ſo curious, that other wiſe be- 
ing naturallp great ſauers, onely therein 
are we as great waſters, which thing is 
aduoyded 


Friendſhip. 


adnopded bp the wpues honeſt keping at en «re 
home. I cannot but maruayle, how a wo⸗ ea 
man of eſtimatiõ can delite in gaddpng a- i ap- 
bꝛode, to be a goſſiper, hauing at home hir „/ 


huſband to conkerre with, hir childꝛẽ to in⸗ 
ſtruct, hir family to loke vnto, hir kindzed 
to pleaſe, and the euill tongues to appeaſe. 
Seneca ſaith that his aunt foꝛ ſixtene peas 
res ſpace, whiles hir huſbande was in E- 
2ypt, neuer went out of hir owne houſe. 
Faunus png of the Aborigines, had s 


wyke named Fauna, who after ſh was Fauna. 


maried, would neuer loke vpon any man 
ſauing hir huſband, in doing wherof, the 
gate ſuch reputation, y after hir death ſhe 
was honoured foꝛ a Goddeffe , Licurgus 
commaunded that no woman at anp time 
ſhoulde goe oute of hir houſe , ſaupng at 
certain feſtiuall dapes appointed, Foz the 
maried woman, ſaith be,hath nothing cls 
lo doe, but epther in the temple to pꝛay to 
the Gods, oz at home to inſtruc hir chil- 
dꝛen. Py meaning is not in reciting theſs 
examples, to haue the maried wife contt- 
nuallp lockt vp, as a clopſtered Qunne, oꝛ 
Ancres, but to conſider hereby, what re⸗ 
E. ii. ſpect 
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ſpect ſhe muſt haue in going abꝛoade, and 
what a vertue it is to keepe well hir houſe, 
Lucretia the famous Komaine Ladpe, 
obtapning not ſo great pꝛayſe in excelling 
others in beautie and parentage , as ſhe 
did in being kounde at home a ſpinning, 
and carving with hir Mapdens, whereas 
the other Romaine Batroncs , were ro⸗ 
ming abꝛobe in feaſting,and banqueting, 
when their huſbands came from the wars 
to viũte them. As the wyfe muſt be thus 
, wary in going abꝛoade: ſo muſt ſhe be as 
carcfull what is donc at home, on hir part 
not to ſit pdlely, noꝛ to permit any one ſul⸗ 
piciouly to come vnto hir, eſpcactally hir 
huſband being not at home. Plutarch tel⸗ 
leth of a cuſkome among the N umidians, 
that their huſbandes being abꝛoade, the 
wines kept alwaies their doꝛes ſhut, and 
there was a lawe inuiolable, that who ſo 
euer knockt at (ach a dooꝛe ſo ſhut, ſhoulde 
there foꝛe loſe his hande. To ve bꝛiefe, not 
onelp in chaſtitie ol bodpe, but in honeſty 
of behatiforr, and talke, doth the womans 
honour, and god name conſiſt , and is 
alſo meyntayned, Theſe be on the wo- 
mans 
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mans behalfe, the greateſt nouriſhers, of 

this matrimontall Flower, wherewyth 

being adoꝛned, che ſhall pleaſe God, con⸗ 

tent hir huſbande , and get honour of all 

perſons, without which all trym atty2e, 

all out warde payntings, and garniſhings 

are nothing. Foꝛ what auapleth it a man 

to haue his wife of excellent bewtie, great 

poſſeſſions, god parentage and wel frien⸗ 

ded, if ther withal Che be ſhamclcſſe,p:owd 

turſt, and diſſolute. Alſo foꝛ the perfiting 7 be maxi- 

of this married woman, certaine outward ea won 

qualities are to be required, as to loke 1ſt be 

well to hir huſwiferp, and not onely to ſe / Tfull in 

that all be done, but that all be well done, % wifer). 

to the contentation of hir huſbande, euen 

in thinges of leaſt impoꝛtaunce, and to 

occupie hir ſelfe accoꝛdinglye, not to ſit al- 

wapes pole, but to ſpende hir time in ſome 

pꝛofitable crerciſe,as with hir nxdle, and 

rocke , oꝛ ſuch other Ipks , which in times 

paſt, haue bene in great reputation a⸗ 

mongeſt the greateſt Ladies, ſo that Sa- 

lomon tommending a god woman, ſaith 

that ſhe ſought wole and flare, x wionght 

by the counſavle of hir handes. It is alſo 
| C. iu. a 
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a great want in a woman, ik ſhe be vnſk(l 
kull in dꝛeſſing ol meate. Foz it is the 
keſt poynt of a huſwpke to cheriſh hir 
bande, who being ſicke, will haue t bed 
appetite to the nicate of hys wpues dꝛeſ⸗ 
ſing, and it ſhe then cheriſhe him well, he 
will loue hir the better cucr after, 
Stratomacha p wife of king Deiotarus, 


whenſocuer he fell ſick, was his cokezhis 


phiſition, and his chirurgion, which woz- 
thy: qualities fo eftemed of ſuch a noble 
Quæne, why ſhould not the married wo⸗ 
man laboꝛ to haue them, ſeing that theres 
by ſhe ſhal enlarge y Flower of Friend- 
ſkip betwene hir t hir huſbãd, whole face 
mult be hir daply loking glaſſe, wherein 
ſhe ougbt to be alwais pꝛying, to ſx when 
he is merp, when lad, when content, and 
when diſcontent, wherto ſhe mutt alwais 
frame hir own countenance. Why,quoth 
the Ladp Iſabell, what if he be mad, 02 
dꝛunke, muſt we then ſhew the like coun⸗ 
tenance⸗ If pou percciue him in ſuch caſe, 
quoth the Ladpe Iulia, ſpeake him fapꝛe, 
and flatter hym, tyll you get hym to bed, 
and there repꝛehende him louingly, with 
kiſing 
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killing and embꝛacyng, that he map per- 

cepue it to come ot pure loue, moꝛe than 

of malice, foꝛ better were it to conuerte 

him louingly in gentleneſle, than to con⸗ 

trole him frowardly in ſhzewdneſle, It is 

molt true, quoth M. Pedro, Foz in thys 

popnt, we are not much vnlpke to wylde 

and ſauage beaſts, as the Lion,s2 the Uni 

coꝛne, which by foꝛce cannot be tamed, 

but by humilitic, and gentle meanes, ſo dien muſſ 
that who will reclapme vs, muſt auopde 6e reformed 
all contrarping, and veration of mpnde, gentle. 
wherot 3 could tell you a pzcty ſtoꝛy that ve. 

ok late peres happened to a gentlewoma, 

that by ſuche gentle wyles reclapmed hir 

huſband, being farre gone, but 3 ſhoulde 

iniurie the Lady Iulia, to intermeddle ſo 

farre in hir charge. Not ſo,quoth lhe, but 

you ſhall greatlpe pleaſure me therein, 
wherfo:c J p;ap pou let vs heare it. Ther 21-7 
was, quoth he, a Gentleman of god cal- Pedro tel⸗ 
lyng, that greatly delighted in huntpng, leth apretie 
who on a dape, nere to a little village en- * ale, hywe a 
countred with a poze NM pdowes daugh⸗ n N 
ter, a ſimple wench, but ſomwhat ſnowte claymed hir 
fapꝛe, whole gaye epes, had ſo W husband. 
this 
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thys iolye hunter, that vnder the colour 


thereok, he oftentimes reſoꝛted vnto hir 


and lape diuers nightes out of his owne 


houſe. When his wife , being both fapze, 
wpſe, and vertuous, bnderſfode thercof, 
as well by hys demeanour , as by other 
coniectures, lyke a wpſe woman ſhe def 
ſembled the matter, and kept it ſecret to 
hir ſelfe, not altering epther countenance 
92 condicions towardes him, but on a 
time, when ſhe was aſſured, that he was 
gone another wape, hyed hir to the houſe, 


ii 


where ſhe learned ofthe pong woman the 


whole circumſtaunce, feyning hir ſelle to 
be his ſiſter, and when ſhe had vewed the 
chambers, and bedding , wherein he lap, 
which was verpe homelpe, ſhe returned 
home againe x truſſed vp a god bed, well 
farniſhed, and hangings, with other ne⸗ 


ceſlaries, which as ſecretly as ſhe could, 


conuapde thither, deſiring both the olde 
woman, and hir daughter to be god to hir 
b:other , and ſx that he wanted nothing. 
The nert dap, came this gentlemã home 
and accoꝛding to his cuſtome went a hun⸗ 


ting to his old haunt, where he ſeing this 


newe 
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newe furniture, maruepled much thereat 
and inquired what the matter ment. The 
olde mother aunſwered, that a ſiſter of his 
had bene there, and willing them to ches 
rplh him well, gaue them beſides , cer- 
tapne money. The gentleman vnderſtan⸗ 
ding then how the wozld went, andknow 
ing it to be hys Nl pes doing, returned 
fozthwith home, and demaunded of hir 
the truth, and what ſhe ment therebp, 
who denied it not. The cauſe why, quoth 
the , J ſcent ſuch furniture thither, was 
bicauſe J vnderffanding howe vaintilye 
you were accuſtomed to lie at home, doub⸗ 
ted you might by ſuch harde entertapne⸗ 
ment haue gotten ſome harme. He ſhould 
quoth the Lady Aloi ſa haue had a bed of 
nettles, oꝛ thoꝛnes, had it bene to me. Foꝛ 
ure J woulde not haue bene the cheriſher 
of mp huſband in his vnthꝛiktineſſe. And 
ſo ſhould pon haue made him woꝛſe, quoth 
maiſrer Pedro. But it happened much 
better to this gentle woman. Foꝛ he being 
duercome by hir vertue, liued cotent wpth 
hir cucr after. This ſtoꝛie, quoth the Las 
dye Iulia, hath well holpen me — 
ve 
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fo2 the which J thanke Paiſfer Pedro, x 
now to continue my purpoſe, J ſape that 
berp circumlpet and warie mulk the wo⸗ 
man be in repꝛehendyng of hir huſbands 
in ſuch great matters. Foꝛ in thinges of 
ſmall impoꝛtance, the belt wil be foz hir to 
diſſemble, noting diligently the tyme, the 
place, and the maner in dopng . The belt 
tyme is, when anger, and malincholpe 
raigneth not, and in anp caſe, let no per⸗ 
ſon be in place to heare hir. Foz it is a 
wple mans griefc, to beare the open re⸗ 
pꝛole of his wyfe. The beſt place is, as J 
ſapde, when they are both in bed, a place 
appointed foꝛ reconcilements, and renu⸗ 
ing ok loue and friendſhip, let pour woꝛds 
not be ſpitefull, but louing, kinde, gentle, 
merp and pleaſaunt. Foꝛ though the ws 
man euerp where, ought to be merp with 
hir mate : pet mulle ſhe chieflpe in bed, 
thereby to ſhewe what louc ſhe beareth 
hym, where (ſhe map lawfullpe poure out 
into his boſome all the thoughtes, and ſe⸗ 
crets ot hir louing hart. But now to con⸗ 
clude, and knit vp the married womans 
office in mainteyning and conferuing this 
Flower, 
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Flower of Friendſhip, in holpe Matrt- 
monte, ſhe muſt being of hir ſelfe weake, 
and bnable belides of hir owne diligence, 
put hir whole truſt in the firſt, and pꝛin⸗ 
cipall authoꝛ thereof, whome if ſhe ſerue 


The arien 
warm muſs 


fapthfullye, will no doudte, make thys Jr m truſt 


Flower to ſpꝛyng vp in hir aboundantly. 
Foz daplpe we mape ſe a fouie defoꝛmed 
woman, that truely ſeareth, and ſerueth 
God, ſo well beloued of hir huſbande, as if 
ſhe were the fapꝛeſt ol beawtie in a coun⸗ 
trep, and women vopde of Gods fanour, 
and grace, what qualities ſocucr they 
haue beſides, ſeldome, oꝛ neuer eniope 
they the happy eſtate ol Matrimony, noꝛ 
ſhall thep euer attapne to the ſwerte, and 
perfite ſmell of thys moſte delectable 
Flower of ſpouſall amitie, and friendſhip. 
I thinke verily, quoth maiſter Pedro, tf 
epther Medea, oz Circe toulde haue obs 
fained this Llower, as cunning inchaun⸗ 
ters as they Were, to haue tempered their 
charmes withall, Circes had not fo ſone 
loſt hir WIyſſes, noꝛ Medea foꝛgone hir 
welbeloned lalon. Percwith the whole 
alſcmblp riſing vp, gauc the Ladpe Iulia 


bir 


Y 
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hir deſerued pzapſe, and thankes, and the 
Lady Aloiſa laying aſide hir ſoueraigne⸗ 
tie, went all out into the Garden, where 
wer roming about the pleaſant allies, dif 
courſed a newe of that which had bene | 
ſapde, both by the Lady Iulia and of mai⸗ 
ſter Pedro, which was very well bozne a⸗ 
way. But the Lady Ilabella, who in thpg 
ſeconde debating fell to my lot, at our de⸗ 
parting required me foꝛ hir ſake, to penne 
the whole diſcourſe of this flagrãt Flower 
Foz quoth ſhe, pour quict ſilẽce both theſe 
daes aſſureth mee, that pou hauc well 
conſidered thereof, and ther wpth the reſt 
of the Ladies ioined with hir, at whoſe iz 
poꝛtunate requeſt, wyth the helpe of 
my friende Maiſter Pedro, and 
others haue aduentured 
to publiſhe this Dil⸗ 
courſe. | 
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